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Knights of Columbus Council 577
Intellectual Disabilities Drive

The Council’'s Annual ID Drive
(Tootsie Roll Drive) will be held
on the following dates:

e September 19-20 collecting
after all Masses at Saints
James and Patrick, Our Lady
of Lourdes and St. Thomas.

e September 25-26 collecting
at Walmart North and three
Circle K locations.

We need every Council member
to sign up for at least one shift
to collect donations. Family
members and friends are
welcome to help as well. The
Tootsie Roll Drive is one of the
most recognizable activities that
the Knights of Columbus does.
The funds generated from this
drive are used to support
Special Olympics Region | and
the lllinois State Council Knights
of Columbus Charities.

The Council’s goal this year is to
raise $11,500, with over $10,000
going to Special Olympics. Sign-
up sheets were emailed to all
members and are also available
on the Council’'s website and
Facebook page. You may make
a donation by sending a check
payable to Knights of Columbus
Council 577 to The Hall at Five-
Twenty (520 E. North St,,
Decatur, IL 62523) or make a
donation with a credit or debit
card with the link on the
Council’'s website. The Tootsie
Roll Drive is one of our best
opportunities to publicly show
our community support and we
need everyone to sign up for at
least one shift. If you are unable
to help either weekend, please
consider sending in a donation
SO we can reach our goal!




WELCOME
NEW MEMBERS

Congratulations to the newest
members of Council 577!

e Tyler Evilla (April 2026)

e James Gosch (May 2026)

o« Ken Wrigley (July 2026)

o Jeff Castleman (August 2026)

We are looking forward to your
contributions to the Council!

WSDY COMMUNITY

FOO0D DRIVE

Last meeting, the Council heard
from Kevin Breheny about the
WSOY Community Food Drive
on October 2, 2026. There are 25
agencies served by the food
drive and over $867,776 in food
and funds was raised last year.
The need continues to increase
in our community, with the
biggest difference being an
increase of ALICE (Asset Limited
Income Constrained, Employed)
families. Council members
approved a donation of $8,000
to this year's food drive.
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MEETING NOTICE

The September Membership
Meeting will be held on
Wednesday, September 9 at
7:00 PM. Council members are
also invited to attend the
Officer's Planning Meeting on
September 9 at 6:00 PM. Both
meetings take place in the
Council Chambers at the Hall at
Five-Twenty.
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Good Samaritan Inn

September 12, 2026

Members of Council 577 will be
volunteering at the Good
Samaritan Inn on September 12,
from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM for
their Noon Meal Program. 2-3
volunteers are needed to prep
the meal from 9:00-11:00 AM
and 5-7 volunteers are needed
to serve the meal from 11:00 AM
to 1:00 PM. Please help our
Council as we support a great
organization in our community.
The sign up sheet can be found
on the Council's website under
the Events tab.
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The Council had a winner of the Queen of Hearts

Raffle on August 27. Donna Beasley chose card

#30, which was the Queen of Hearts, and won the

jackpot of $34,216. Congratulations Donna! The
first drawing on the next Queen of Hearts board

will be on Thursday, September 10 with a starting
jackpot of $10,000. Thanks to everyone who helps

sell tickets or participates in the raffle!

Not only does Council
577 support Catholic
schools in Decatur with
donations from our
Scholarship Fund but
we also help teachers
purchase classroom
materials at the
beginning of the school
year. The Council made
donations of $1,000
each to St. Teresa High
School, St. Patrick
School, Our Lady of
Lourdes School and
Holy Family School. We
hope everyone has a
great school year!

Please keep in your
prayers these Brother
Knights of Council 577
and family members
mentioned at our July
and August meetings.

e Jack McCoy

e Marcine Niemeyer
(In Memoriam)

e Eugene Niemeyer

¢ Mike Dawson

e Jim Comerford

e Adrienne Moore

e Ellen Stenga

e Connie Gilbert

September Checklist

¢ Ask a new member to

join Council 577.

o The Council would
like to exemplify nine
new members by the
end of December!

o Sign up at
kofc.org/joinus.

Sign up to volunteer at
the Good Samaritan Inn
on September 12.
Sign up for one or more
shifts for the 2026
Intellectual Disabilities
Drive September 19-20
and 25-26.
Attend a Cor meeting
September 2 or 16.
Attend the Council social
event on September 30.
o Details TBA

Council 577 Officers

Grand Knight - Matt
Harding

Deputy Grand Knight -
Justin Reed

Chancellor - Mike Scott
Treasurer - Rich
Kaczynski

Advocate - Bill McNutt
Recorder - Kevin Martin
Inside Guard - David Cox
One Year Trustee - Mark
Niemeyer

Two Year Trustee - Fred
Lohrstorfer

Three Year Trustee -
Steve Smith

Financial Secretary -
Gary Durbin

Chaplain - Fr. Chris
Comerford

Lecturer - Jim
Hammann
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"Patris Corde" (With a Father's Heart) is a prominent men's
faith formation program and study series produced by
the Knights of Columbus. Inspired directly by Pope
Francis' 2020 Apostolic Letter, Patris Corde, which
marked the 150th anniversary of Saint Joseph being
named patron of the Universal Church, the program is
designhed to guide Catholic men in cultivating authentic,
Christ-centered masculinity, leadership, and fatherhood.

All Catholic men are invited to join the next Cor
gatherings on September 2 and September 16 at 6:30 AM
at the Saint James Parish House (742 E. Clay, Decatur).
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